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SGA elections are under way
Issue 26

By Jacqueline Vasquez
Staff Writer

And they’re off. Starting today, students can
go on Blackboard and vote for their favorite
Student Government Association candidate
through Wednesday.
Six candidates are running opposed and
nine are running unopposed. A biography is
provided for each candidate to make it easier
for students to pick their candidate.

SGA Senator at Large Jorge Muñoz is
challenging President Ruby de la Fuente for
the position of president.
Muñoz said that one of his goals, if elected,
is to create better communication between the
students and the administration. He would
like administrators to know that students
are intelligent and can give appropriate
suggestions and input about any changes on
campus if given the chance.
He has different ideas on how to go about

improving the SGA.
“We should be looked upon as an
organization that both students and
administration can count on,” Muñoz said.
He said student concerns and opinions are
of great importance to him.
“Students come first before anything-because I’m not electing myself,” he said.
“The students are electing me, so therefore, I
will put their opinion before mine.”
De la Fuente said she would like to change

many things in the SGA as well, if re-elected.
“We need to absolutely amend the
constitution,” de la Fuente said. “That is a big
thing. We need to have a training session for
incoming senators.”
As president, she said it is important to keep
the doors of communication open with the
administration in order to help the senate and
student body.
“[We have to] have the administration
• See ‘Elections,’ Page 12

‘Let the bodies hit the floor!’

Elizabeth A. Perez/Collegian

Scorpion shortstop Ignacio Celedon dives for the ball during the April 10 game against Jarvis Christian College at Scorpion Field. UTB/TSC defeated the Bulldogs 14 to 8.

Seventh in a series: 2010 census--making it count

The next phase of operation--home visits

By David Boon
Staff Writer

Those who have not mailed back their
2010 census form will no longer be able to
be counted via mail, but soon a different
operation will have the census workers hitting
the streets.
At the beginning of this year’s census
operations, the U.S. Census Bureau was
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hesitant to give out a last date to return the
form, said Efren Salinas, a media specialist
with the bureau. As National Census Day
(April 1) came and went, the deadline was
extended to last Friday.
“April 1 being Census Day is more of a
symbolic date or holiday, if you want to call
it that, because it’s supposed to be the theme
is we’re taking a snapshot of America and that
snapshot … is being taken on April 1,” Salinas
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said via phone Wednesday. “That’s why on
the questionnaire it says ‘as of April 1.’ On
the questionnaire, it says, ‘as of April 1, how
many people are living here?’”
In Non-Response Follow-Up in May,
census workers will visit homes that did not
return the form in an attempt to obtain the
information. The Census Bureau is aiming
for bilingual applicants out of the local area,
Salinas said. The workers can be identified

Noticias en Español

Página 15

with their official census badge.
“They try to hit your house up at different
times in a direct effort to try to make sure they
catch you,” he said. “We understand that a lot
of people work from 8 [a.m.] to 5 [p.m.], some
people work at night. Sometimes they’ll send
a guy to your home and if for some reason
you were rude to that person, they’ll send a
lady next time. They mix it up, times and who
• See ‘Census,’ Page 5
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Senator questions purchase of plaques
By Cynthia Hernandez
Staff Writer

A Student Government Association senator is speaking
against a new amendment that calls for plaques for the
members.
When Resolution 32 for the Leadership Banquet was
presented during Thursday’s SGA meeting, Senator at Large
Jorge Muñoz requested a list specifying what the $500
allocated is intended for.
“Why are we giving $500 when I’m not even sure you are
going to spend the $500?” Muñoz said.
The resolution states that awards will be presented to SGA
student leaders in order to thank them for their commitment.
The awards include nine plaques and a gavel to be passed
down to the next president.
Mari Fuentes-Martin, associate vice president for Student
Affairs and dean of students, said the plaques could cost up
to $50 each.
“We’re estimating the plaques are going to be between $40
and $50,” said Fuentes-Martin, who serves as the senate’s
adviser. “Whatever’s left goes back into the budget. It’s just
the cost of the recognition.”
Muñoz disagreed with the amount of money that would be
spent on plaques.
“I don’t see a reason to buy a $50 plaque for anybody,” he
said. “I find no point in buying a $50 plaque, when you can
buy a $2 certificate for everybody. … If they did such a good
job and [are] outstanding leaders, that’s all they need to know,
they were good leaders. They don’t need a $50 plaque to say,
‘You are great.’”
Muñoz asked to table the resolution; however, FuentesMartin said it was time sensitive.
“The problem with that is that if we don’t order it this

week, they won’t be ready in time for the event,” she said. “I
think that you need to decide whether the officers merit this
recognition or not, pass the resolution or not and if there’s any
savings, it goes back to SGA.”
The senate approved the resolution in an 8-to-1 vote.
Muñoz cast the sole vote against it.
In other SGA news, Vice President of Accounting and
Finance Arturo Guerra reported the current budget, which is
$1,624.17.
“There is more money that is already encumbered for
projects that have been passed in resolutions, but right now
… that [amount] is encumbered for any particular event,”
Fuentes-Martin said.
During the officer reports, College of Liberal Arts Senator
Mariana Hernandez brought up concerns regarding class
scheduling.
“I received several complaints concerning the lack of
classes being offered to fine art majors,” Hernandez said. “I
know a couple of students that cross to Matamoros every day
and there’s only one class … annually and it’s from 7 to 10
p.m. and considering the situation of violence in Matamoros,
I think it’s really irresponsible to offer such classes.”
Fuentes-Martin told her who she would have to speak to in
order to address the issue.
“It would have to go to the different deans of the schools
and colleges because they, along with the chairs, are the ones
that set the courses that are going to be taught every semester
and the time,” she said. “Part of that is availability of the
classrooms.”
The SGA also passed Resolutions 31 and 33, in which $800
is allocated for Rock the Vote and $500 for “green material”
to hand out during Earth Day.
Dave Smith was unable to be sworn in as chief justice of
the Student Supreme Court because the nomination has to
be made by President Ruby de la Fuente; however, she was

Manuel Reyna/Collegian

Student Government Association Senator at Large Jorge Muñoz
discusses Resolution 32, concerning the allocation of $500 to purchase
plaques to honor SGA officers’ outstanding commitment to the campus
and the community.

unable to stay for the whole meeting.
“We lost our president due to business affairs and it was
tabled until next week because I neither have a verbal, nor a
formal nomination,” Vice President of Administration David
Polin said.
The SGA will meet again at 5 p.m. Thursday in the Student
Union’s Salon Gardenia.

Carnegie Classification plan advances
By Rene Cardona Jr.
Staff Writer

UTB/TSC is ramping up its community
engagement to obtain the Carnegie
Classification, which will provide prestige
and could potentially aid the university in
getting funding and attracting professors,
officials say.
To meet the classification’s criteria, the
university must demonstrate it is “deeply
committed, in theory and in practice, to
community engagement to being a part of
this community,” said College of Education
Lecturer Wally Thompson.
Many professors have consequently built
civic engagement into their curriculum, such
as “improving the environment, the water
systems, keeping the community clean, to
tutoring, just a wide array,” said Thompson,
who is also editor of the application.
In his English as a Second Language
Literacy Assessment course, Thompson’s
students, for example, have tutored children
in reading and assessed their problems to

implement a course of study to improve a
child’s skills.
“In achieving a goal of becoming a
teacher, I think it’s an essential exercise to
access an individual child’s situation and
design a course of study ... and then to reassess that child and see what progress they
have made,” he said.
This not only looks good on the Carnegie
Classification application, but Thompson
said it also has helped his students grow as
educators.
In Advanced Community Nursing,
a graduate nursing course, students are
utilizing methods of data collection in a
community health assessment project,
according to its syllabus.
Efforts to further UTB/TSC’s community
involvement will continue in the fall.
“If you look online, you’ll see at least 300
classes designated as service learning,” said
Kathy Bussert-Webb, director of the Center
for Civic Engagement and an associate
professor in the Department of Language,
Literacy and Intercultural Studies. “We

didn’t have that before, so students are going
to start going into the community more and
applying what they are [learning].”
Documentation on these levels of
engagement is being compiled by nine
committees: Faculty Governance; Learning
Outcomes; Outreach and Partnerships;
Community Assessment and Closing
the Loop; Speech and Marketing;
Faculty Recruitment, Tenure, Promotion,
Exceptional Merit, and Awards and
Certificates; Community Engagement
Awards and Ceremonies for Students
and Staff; Curricular and Co-curricular
Community
Engagement
Involving
Students; and Executive.
Only two meetings are left for the
committees. Thompson said a “tremendous
amount of progress” has been made but
more work is ahead since each committee’s
report will be combined into a single report
and then will be submitted to the Carnegie
Foundation for the Advancement for
Teaching.
The deadline for submission is in

September, and UTB/TSC will find out if it
has achieved the classification by December,
Bussert-Webb said.
If this goal is accomplished “the
university can use that as leverage for more
funding like grants from the state, the federal
government, and foundation grants,” she
said. “We can use it for prestige to attract
people, professors, students and staff to our
university. We can use it to leverage the state
to give us more programs, more funding for
more buildings and so forth.”
University of Houston-Clear Lake and
Rice University, also in Houston, have
achieved certification.
Students, faculty and staff are encouraged
to “complete the documentation requests
they get via e-mail within two weeks after
receiving them,” Bussert-Webb said via
e-mail.
This information will be integrated into
the reports the committees are working on
because it will indicate the degree and level
• See ‘Carnegie,’ Page 5
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What do
you think of
staggered
registration?
“I think it’s unfair that people
are not getting
a fair chance
to choose their
classes
and
they should do
something about
it, not just have certain people pick first. … T h e y
should consider other people that do
want to get things done quicker.”
Alejandra Olvera
Freshman
criminal justice major
“I think it’s a
little weird now,
[considering]
that last semester we got
to choose our
classes whenever we wanted
to. But, yeah, I
d o n ’t
think it’s going to work
out because a lot of people are going
to miss out and a lot of people are going to be [angry].”
Albert Garcia
Freshman
communication major
“La verdad, no
[he] escuchado
acerca de la
forma
[de
registrarte]
porque
en
el programa
[EMS] la secretaria se encarga
de registrarnos para
e
l
siguiente semestre, asi que no estoy
enterado de a cual sea la forma de
registrarnos”.
Juan Rafael de la Mora
Freshman emergency medical science major
“Honestly,
I
don’t think it’s
fair at all; I
think that students should
have their own
opportunity to
sign up for classes. As far as that
goes, it should be on first-come,
first-serve basis. It’s not fair for students who need classes that are in a
very high demand, such as anatomy
and physiology and nursing programs, where if you don’t sign up
first, you don’t get in. I feel that by
going by ID numbers, you’re just
cutting that away.”
Elijah Gonzalez
Freshman biology major
--Compiled by Cleiri Quezada
--Photos by Frank Espinoza

Editorial

Don’t leave the student body in the dark

We
are
taught
that
communication is key; however,
this semester, students have been
left in the dark about changes
in the university’s policies
regarding parking, smoking and,
most recently, registration.
In January, 75 general parking
spaces along Gorgas Drive were
converted into 36 staff spaces
and 39 faculty spaces. The
change was made over the winter
break and was not announced to
either the campus community
or the university’s parking
committee, which is made up of

two representatives each from
faculty, staff and students.
In February, The Collegian
learned through an interview with
UTB/TSC Provost Alan Artibise
that a “tobacco-free campus”
policy will take effect Sept. 1.
Although university officials
said the policy was a mandate
from President Juliet V. García,
who has wanted the ban for
some time, the student body was
largely unaware of the planned
policy change. The only student
who seemed to be aware of the
policy was Student Government

Association President Ruby de la
Fuente, who had been informed
during a student advisory council
meeting. In fact, after the story
was published, there were
several complaints from students
regarding the policy change. And
during the April 8 SGA meeting,
de la Fuente said Artibise
apologized for not involving
students in the process.
Most
recently,
staggered
registration was introduced,
leaving
students
surprised
and somewhat skeptical. Like
anything else, change brings

resistance, but that can be
avoided by communicating first
and acting second.
When policy changes, there
is bound to be resistance, but
if the time is taken to educate
the community about a policy
change, it is more likely to be
embraced.
Make UTB/TSC an institution
that involves the students it
serves, not one that ignores them.
The effort to communicate more
frequently would be appreciated.

President’s Cor ner
Today through Wednesday,
you, the student body, will have
the voice, the choice and the
right to vote for the 2010-2011
Student Government Association
president. I am requesting that
you re-elect me as president of the
UTB/TSC Student Government
Association.
Experience is what I believe
to be a crucial requirement of
any candidate, especially the
office of the SGA president. And

believe me, Scorpions, with the
experience and knowledge that I
gained this past scholastic year as
president, there is no doubt that I
am the only person that is running
for this position who has the
experience necessary to represent
you with responsibility, credibility
and strength.
One of the most important
issues I will bring to the table
is cohesiveness. As a student
government organization, and as

president, we will be representing
the many interests within our
multi-ethnic and multigenerational
student body. The president and the
vice president of administration of
the SGA must be the glue that keeps
the senate and the organization
together; Rosalinda Rangel, a
candidate for SGA vice president
of administration, and I will be
this glue. Regardless of what has
been publicized, I guarantee you
that most of the work provided by

me and this current SGA was not
written about. We have gathered a
binder that thoroughly proves that
through my leadership abilities,
regardless of all the hurdles, the
present SGA not only surpassed
them, we appreciated each and
every one them.
Again, it must be noted
that cohesiveness is key. In
Springfield, Ill., on June 16, 1858,
• See ‘Corner,’ next page
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President Abraham Lincoln said in a speech
what is without a doubt one of the most
widely known and poignant phrases: “A
house divided against itself cannot stand.”
As many of you know, last semester, SGA
was indeed divided. No one is to blame,
regardless of what has been said and written.

The practice of government is not for the
faint-hearted. When you have a room of
passionate and giving individuals, problems
will indeed arise. I truly believe it is a sign
that UTB/TSC is growing and therefore, the
future leaders of this city, state and country
are fighting for their individual rights and
yours. Under the banner of cohesiveness, I
want to extend a hand to the students who
are part of organizations in UTB/TSC. I still

believe that the most important function
of the student government is to provide
information, research and answers to the
students’ questions, problems and concerns.
There are critics who have questioned my
judgment when reacting to important matters
that affect you, the students. I will be the first
to say that yes, I am passionate; however,
that does not mean that I cannot control
my emotions over my leadership. When it
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comes to matters affecting the student body,
I will boldly act in favor of you. I ask of you
to please keep in mind that I am a student
first. Your concerns are my concerns, and
your needs are my needs. If you would like
to contact me and discuss these issues, my
mobile number is 956-579-5914. Vote for
me, Ruby de la Fuente, “Strong and Fair.”
Ruby de la Fuente
SGA President

Letters to the editor
Bureaucracy works
Tax and government haters, ponder this!
I always tell my partner, “Be careful
where you put your hands. Never reach
under a stone, or into a dark corner without
making sure that it is creature-free, free of
the many South Texas small animals that
bite and sting.”
But I did not follow my own advice, and
when I saw what looked like some black
plastic trash under our car tire, I reached
in to pull it out. However, it was a stuck
bat, and its very sharp teeth bit the tip of
my right index finger, no blood, just a very
small scratch.
My partner came outside and saw that
I had pulled out the bat, which was alive,
though sluggish.
She said, “Kill it, and go sterilize that
finger.” I did. A beautiful creature, but in
this case …
Now, you haters …
Brownsville Animal Control came the
next morning after a call and took the bat
away, and then sent it to the state lab in
Austin for a rabies test.
An employee of the U.S. Department
of Agriculture in Harlingen was very
informative on the phone and referred me to
the state Department of Health in Harlingen.
And an employee there explained how
important it was to have the bat tested. She
called Animal Control to make sure the bat
was going to be rushed to Austin.
She also called my physician to tell his
office that I would need rabies shots if the
bat tested positive.
She called to inform me that she had made
those calls. And she called me the next day
to say that the test results would be available
the following day.
The following day she called to say that
the bat tested negative, and that I did not
need the shots. She also told my physician
the same.
My partner, who took the good-news
call, told her that we were very pleased to
have our taxes help fund the local, state and
federal agencies that assisted us.
Take that, tax and government haters!
Everyone, make sure you can see all
in the area where your hands are about to
touch--before touching.
Eugene “Gene” Novogrodsky
Brownsville
Rangel for VP
These upcoming few days are significant
for the entire student body of UTB/TSC.
Today, at a time when this institution is at
a crossroads in its expansion of academic
programs, community outreach and growing
infrastructure, I ask that you vote for me for
vice president of the Student Government

Corrections

In the April 5 issue of The Collegian:
--the name of UTB/TSC chess player
Timur Gareyev was misspelled. Also, Axel
Bachmann and Giorgi Margvelashvili
were not identified as chess grandmasters.
--an article on the Graduate Program
Information Session reported that 210
graduate students were enrolled last year.
In fact, the program graduated 210 students
last year and 865 students are enrolled in
graduate studies for Spring 2010.

Association.
I am eager to serve the students and set
the foundation for the changes that will
better serve the population in achieving its
scholastic dreams. We are a unique campus
with unique needs, needs that can only be
met with the proper representation of the
student body: a young mind with the same
goals, dreams, demands and obstacles as the
hardworking student body of UTB/TSC.
Our campus needs someone who knows
the issues of our school and is willing to do
something about them because they are her
issues as well. We need someone who has
no personal agenda and isn’t working on
building her résumé while serving a term. I
will strive to provide the student body with
a Student Government Association that is
approachable, stable and, most importantly,
prepared to represent the rights of the
students. I want to do all this and more, but
I cannot do it alone; I need support. I need
your vote to grant me the opportunity to
become vice president of SGA for the 201011 term.
One example of my devotion to this
campus was the programming and execution
of Scorpion Academy this year. I was able
to provide students with presentations from
different government agencies, i.e. Drug
Enforcement, National Intelligence, SWAT
and the Brownsville Police Department,
among others. This two-week event served
as an insight into the criminal justice field,
and brought opportunities like internships
and job referrals for the students who
attended.
Although passion is crucial for a candidate
to seek election, it is the experience
that we carry that will make the most
difference in the execution of solutions,
programs and events. I served as a Student
Government Association member in the
2008 administration, and I’ve had the honor
of being a mentor, Scorpion Ambassador
and Scorpion Scholar. These roles have
provided me with learning experiences that
will assist me in my duties as vice president
of administration.
I believe the student body of UTB/TSC is
ready for a Student Government Association
that is accountable, and although the roots
that past SGAs have left may be bitter, the
product of a cohesive SGA will be sweet. Let
it be clear that under my leadership, SGA
will not peddle the agenda of whomever
is liked the most, but of those who believe
that, in this institution, influence and access
should begin and end with the power of
collaborative student support.
I’ve worked so hard and dedicated my
time and efforts for the betterment of the
student body. I can assure you I have your
best interest in mind. With that said, I hope

that you support my candidacy and vote for
me.
Rosalinda
Rangel
Graduate student
Rubio for VP
I am the man who after many years
returned to this university to prove to
himself and to his grown son that it is never
too late to finish your education. Since reenrolling, I have become involved in many
endeavors to both better myself, the rest
of my fellow students and members of the
community.
I began my second life by becoming a
certified Texas Master Naturalist and Texas
Master Gardener and seeking a business
degree. As part of those programs, I
completed many community service hours
and developed a willingness to give back
to my fellow students and community. I
became a member of the Gorgas Science
Society and served as its president for two
years. I still remain an active member. I also
was honored to be selected as a scholar for
the UTB/TSC Center for Civic Engagement
for three years and was a leader in many
local community projects. At the same
time, I became a member of the Student
Government Association and have proudly
served UTB/TSC students as senator for
the School of Business, graduate senator,
senator pro-tem and in my current position
as vice president for policy and procedure. I
have served in the SGA for more than four
years.
I have also been selected as a past Student
Leader of the Year for all of UTB/TSC. I
was one of three finalists selected by the UT
System board of regents for consideration
by the Texas governor for the first student
regent position. I graduated in 2007 with a
double major in business administration and
finance with a dual-language certification. I
have completed the program for a master’s
of business administration degree and am
attending classes pursuant to a master’s in
public policy and management. I am also
enrolled in the Certified Public Managers
program. I have been involved in the
Brownsville Farmers’ Market and Healthy
Communities of Brownsville as president
and was chairman of the Brownsville
Beautification Committee.
So as you can tell, I am very involved
in supporting UTB/TSC students and our
local community. This is why I am asking
for your vote and support in order to better
represent the students here at UTB/TSC
next year. I intend to try, for one, to fill all
vacant senate seats and judicial seats with
the assistance of the SGA president before
the fall semester. By filling these positions,
your SGA can better voice your concerns

Census
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actually gets sent, but your home will get visited an
average of seven times.”
Of course, many parts of the Rio Grande Valley
have already been visited personally by census
workers. In March, the Update Leave and Update
Enumerate targeted the Valley’s colonias, rural
areas that are not incorporated into a specific city.
During the Update Leave program at the
beginning of March, census workers directly
visited homes to deliver the census. During Update
Enumerate, which started in late March and is still

and take appropriate actions.
I also intend to ask the administration
to allow the SGA to make student
appointments to all the various committees
that meet on campus and make decisions
affecting all students. These appointments
will be responsible for filing reports to the
senate concerning the anticipated changes
affecting students so we may better inform
the students. Finally, I will appoint a
committee to ensure that all fees charged to
students are within reason and appropriate.
Monies spent and buildings owned by
the students should be controlled by the
students! I believe that if you elect me and
allow me to make these adjustments, the
future SGA will be better able to serve as
the voice and concerns of all students.
Joe Lee Rubio
Graduate student
Muñoz for president
There has been much commotion in
regard to the upcoming Student Government
Association (SGA) elections, which start
today. I would like to invite the UTB/TSC
campus to show school spirit by logging
on to Blackboard and voting for your next
student body representatives.
Voting is a right that only makes a
difference if you use it. As you may already
know, I am seeking election as president
of the Student Government Association.
However, I can only be president if you, the
students, vote for me.
Why do I want to be president? The
answer is simply to put you, the students,
first, because after all, I will represent all
13,000 of us. I am not a stranger, I am one of
you. Therefore, I know what our concerns
are as students, and thanks to the experience
I have acquired, I know the proper channels
to have our needs met.
Why not put my experience to work for
you? I have been involved with diverse
organizations and I have always been an
easy individual of whom to get a hold. I
always remember the golden rule: Do unto
others as you would have them do unto you.
For that reason, I know that I will fulfill all
duties that come with being president of the
SGA.
I will never forget who I represent and I
will always fight for you, the student, with
all my might. So log on to Blackboard
and vote for Jorge A. Muñoz as your new
SGA president. If you have any questions,
comments or concerns, contact me at
munoz1205@aol.com or jorge.munoz10@
utb.edu.
Thank you for your support and best of
luck on your upcoming finals.
Jorge A. Muñoz
SGA Senator at Large

being conducted, residences received a similar
treatment that non-responding homes will receive in
Non-Response Follow-Up.
“I’ve actually sat through an enumerator count,”
Salinas said. “My girlfriend lives in an area that
is considered a colonia, which was news to me.
But I was there when the enumerator showed up,
and he didn’t know I was a census employee, but
I was asking him questions, I guess for my own
satisfaction that we were doing a good job out in the
field, but I was very impressed with the way the guy
went through the questions. So, just cooperate, it’s a
very straightforward, easy process.”

Carnegie

Continued from Page 3

of the university’s engagement,
Thompson said.
The
Center
for
Civic
Engagement,
with
support
from the President’s Office and
Academic Affairs, will host
a
Community
Engagement
Recognition Ceremony at 2 p.m.
May 4 in the Student Union’s
Gran Salon.
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Art Exhibit
The “Human Experience”
Art Exhibit, featuring the work
of seniors Christopher Lee
Cerda, Matthew J. Garcia and
Adriana Cisneros, opens with
a reception at 6:30 tonight in
the Rusteberg Art Gallery. For
more information, call 882-7097.
Criminal Justice ceremony
UTB/TSC’s Criminal Justice Institute Graduation Ceremony will take place from 7
to 8 tonight in the International
Technology, Education and Commerce Center, located at 301
Mexico Blvd. For more information, call 882-4167.
COMPASS workshops
The Learning Enrichment
Center will conduct the following COMPASS workshops
this week: writing, 2 to 4 p.m.
Tuesday; reading, 2 to 4 p.m.
Wednesday; math, 2 to 4 p.m.
Thursday; reading (8-10 a.m.),
writing (10 a.m.-noon) and math
(12:30-1:30 p.m.) Saturday. All
workshops take place in Cardenas Hall North 104. For more information, call 882-8292.
Patron of the Arts
UTB/TSC’s String Orchestra,
String and Chamber ensembles
will perform from 8 to 9 p.m.
Tuesday in the SET-B Lecture
Hall. Admission is $5. For more
information, call 882-7025.
The Bravo Opera Gala will
take place from 8 to 9 p.m. Friday
and from 3 to 4 p.m. Sunday in
the SET-B Lecture Hall. Admission is $5. For more information,
call 882-7025.
Study Skills
The Student Success Center
will host a workshop titled “Test
Anxiety” from noon to 1 p.m.
Wednesday in Cardenas Hall

The Scholarship for Students
Who Are Hard of Hearing or
Deaf is available to students
who are U.S. citizens and have a
minimum 40dB bilateral hearing
loss as evidenced on audiogram
by an SRT of 40dB or greater
in both ears. Applicants must be
either entering college on a fulltime basis or attending a college

Student Media Director
Azenett Cornejo

The University of Texas at
Brownsville and
Texas Southmost College

Saturday on the Student Union
lawn. The event will honor
Barry Horn, a former literacy
center board member and one of
the event’s founders. Performing
will be the UTB/TSC Rio Bravo
Wind Symphony and the One
o’Clock Jazz Band. Tickets are
$5, $7 and $10, but senior citizens get a $2 discount and UTB/
TSC students will be admitted for
half price. Admission is free for
children under age 3. For more
information, call 542-8080.
Free Comic Book Day
Meet local Rio Grande Valley
comic book creators from 11 to
2:30 p.m. May 1 at Rogue Comics, 13 N. Park Plaza in Brownsville, or from 4:30 to 8 p.m. May
2 at Myth Adventures, 4617 N.
10th St. in McAllen. Admission is
free. For more information, visit
www.freecomicbookday.com or
call 574-0484 or 687-3104.
Pre-Law Academy
The UTB/TSC Pre-Law Committee is accepting applications
for the 2010 Filemon B.Vela
Pre-Law Academy for the Summer I 2010 session. Applications
must be turned in to the Vice
President for Academic Affairs
Office by April 30. The application and information about the
academy can be found at http://
www.utb.edu/vpaa/prelaw/Documents/Prelaw%20Academy%20
2010%20Application.pdf . For
information, contact Karen
Betancourt, instructor for the
course, at 882-7526 or e-mail her
at karen.betancourt@utb.edu.
Med Lab Open House
The Medical Laboratory
Technology Program is celebrating National Medical Laboratory Professionals Week from
10 a.m. to noon and from 3 to 5

p.m. Thursday in room 1.208 of
the Life and Health Sciences
Building. Refreshments will be
served, and the celebration will
include games and door prizes.
For more information, call Consuelo Villalon at 882-5047.
Microsoft workshops
Free workshops on Microsoft
2007 are available to students,
faculty and staff. Training is
conducted from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Monday through Thursday and
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Friday in
room 112 (Mini Mead Lab) of
the Arnulfo L. Oliveira Memorial Library. For more information, call Damaris Gutierrez or
Claudia Rodriguez at 882-7442.
Growth Conference
Terry Overton, a professor of
special education and a licensed
specialist in school psychology,
will be the keynote speaker at the
5th annual Student Professional
Growth Conference, from 9
a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Saturday in the
Education and Business Complex’s Salon Cassia. Overton will
speak at noon. The conference,
sponsored by the College of Education’s Educational Psychology
and Leadership Studies Department, will include sessions on
such topics as spirituality, grief
counseling and multiculturalism. For more information, send
an e-mail to Michelle Ramirez
at micheller2886@hotmail.com
or Clifford Benedict at choracebenedict@yahoo.com.
--Compiled by Cleiri Quezada
If you would like your organization or department news published in The Collegian’s Briefs
section, call Cleiri Quezada at
882-5782 or send her an e-mail
at collegian@utb.edu.

or university in the U.S. Students
must have a minimum 3.2 gradepoint average on a 4.0 scale and
must submit an application and
all required materials in a single
envelope. The deadline to apply
is May 1. For more information,
visit
http://www.sertoma.org/
scholarships.
The Abbott and Fenner

Scholarship will award $1,000
to high school juniors and seniors
as well as students registered
in an accredited postsecondary
institution. Applicants must be
between the ages of 16 and 30 and
must submit a 500- to 1,000-word
essay on the questions: “What do
you see as the long-term impact
of our current recession on the

average family? How might it
affect their future decisions?”
The deadline to apply is June
19. For more information, visit
http://www.abbottandfenner.
com/scholarships.htm.
--Compiled by Cleiri Quezada
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North 104. For more information,
call 882-8292.
Early Childhood Studies
The opening of UTB/TSC’s
Center for Early Childhood
Studies, located at 1940 University Blvd., will take place from
4 to 5 p.m. Thursday. For more
information, call the Office of
the President at 882-8201 or the
College of Education at 8825730.
Beach Sports Cove
The grand opening of the
Brownsville Sports Park Beach
Sports Cove is scheduled at 4:30
p.m. Thursday. Three-time Olympic gold medalist and Volleyball
Hall of Fame honoree Karch
Kiraly will sign autographs and
conduct a mini-clinic on sand
volleyball skills. For more information, contact Tuffy Martinez at 574-6650 or Hanna High
School Coach Ansgar Hagemann at 640-1753. The park is
located at 1000 Sports Park Blvd.
Crime Victims’ Resource Expo
The fifth annual Cameron
County and District Attorney’s
Crime Victims’ Resource Expo
will take place from 4:30 to 6:30
p.m. Friday in the parking lot
of the H-E-B Food Store, 2155
Paredes Line Rd. Admission is
free. A special service will be
conducted to bless wreaths honoring victims who were killed
as a result of a violent crime in
Cameron County. For more information, call Crime Victims’
Coordinator Rosie Mendoza or
Community Education Specialist
Cynthia Jilote at 544-0849.
Symphony in the Park
The Brownsville Literacy
Center’s 12th annual Symphony in the Park and All That
Jazz runs from 6 to 8:15 p.m.

Scholarships
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Following are among the
incidents reported by Campus

Police between March 29 and
April 7.
At 1:10 p.m. March 29, a
student reported someone used
his e-mail address to send a
harassing e-mail to a UTB/TSC
professor.
At 3:43 p.m. the same day, a
student informed Campus Police
about a fight she was in earlier
that day with another female
student in the Life and Health
Sciences Building.
At 5:25 p.m. the same day,
a Campus Police officer was

dispatched to the International
Technology, Education and
Commerce Center regarding a
male and female having a dispute.
Neither threats nor assaults were
made.
At 9:36 p.m. March 30, a
student traded in her vehicle and
forgot to remove her Spring 2010
UTB/TSC parking permit.
At 1:20 p.m. the same day,
a Physical Plant employee
accidentally struck a concrete
light post while driving a utility
vehicle. Damage to the vehicle

was estimated at $100.
At 8:15 a.m. April 2, a Physical
Plant employee lost the UTB/
TSC parking permit for his
motorcycle.
At 6:20 p.m. the same day,
a student noticed when she got
home that her Ford Windstar’s
license plate was no longer on
her vehicle. She was not sure if
it might have fallen on her way
home or was stolen while the
vehicle was parked in Lot Z.
--Compiled
by
Cynthia
Hernandez

Classifieds
HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

Spanish Speaking? Marketers needed.
PT/FT. Management possible.Training
provided. Letter, résumé:
BusinessAmerica@gmx.com

Need a job? Sell Avon and Mark.
You can start your own business for only
$10. Contact us and we can help you every
step of the way.
Janie 639-5073--Brenda 640-4483.

SEEKING PART-TIME NANNY 20-25 hours
wkly., 7.25 p/hr., Monday-Friday afternoons
(3 pm-8 pm). Driver license required, speak
English, do homework w/ kids, help with
light chores, no crime/record. Call 541-9001

Arts & Entertainment
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Laughing with wordplay
By Rene Cardona Jr.
Staff Writer

Logic and whimsy were infused in “The
Phantom Tollbooth” while it toyed with
common issues a college student can relate
to--wasting time and the importance of
learning.
The audience accompanies Mia on her
impromptu travels to magical, unknown
lands thanks to a mysterious tollbooth,
which suddenly appears in her room. Many
stops are ahead for the young girl as she
travels to the Land of Wisdom, garnering
gifts of knowledge from the motley crew
she meets.
Ultimately, Mia, played by Bridgette
Collis, is given the task to save the
princesses Rhyme and Reason, who were
banished to the Castle in the Air after trying
to help King Azaz and the Mathemagician
settle a debate over the importance of
words vs. numbers. The pretentious
Humbug and a friendly dog named Tock
are at Mia’s side as she travels through the
Land of Ignorance, where she must deal
with puzzling villains such as the Senses
Taker and the Terrible Trivium.
Wordplay had the audience chuckling at
nearly every turn, while various offstage

C

upid’s
orner
Luciana Morales/Collegian

Cleiri Quezada/Collegian

Fernando Zamora (left), Francisco Orozco and Bridget Collis portray the Humbug, Tock and Mia, respectively,
during Dingbat Productions’ “The Phantom Tollbooth” Wednesday in the Gran Salon.

antics, such as questions and characters
running down the aisles, kept them fully
engaged. Flashlights were shined at the
audience for a “light” meal, and a diversely
suitable selection of background music
added atmosphere to dialogue and scene
changes.

Name: Robert Lopez
Age: 19
Major: Exercise science
Zodiac sign: Leo
What type of music do you listen
to? “Mostly Reggaeton and Bachata
and Rap; overall, I appreciate good
lyrics.”
What are your hobbies? “My
hobbies are working out, going out
with friends, and when I’m bored
and there’s nothing else to do, I
surf the Internet and, occasionally,
studying, since I love my major.”
Describe yourself in three
words: “Spontaneous, different and
determined.”
Do you work out? “Yes, I try to
at least work out five times a week.”
If you could be another person,
who would you be? “If I could be
born again and be somebody else,
I wouldn’t, and I would like to be
myself again. I’m proud of my roots,
I like being me; the way I think and
how I have my own brain and I don’t
want to simply follow other people’s
beliefs as easily. I like to do my own
research upon things and I believe
in myself. I’m not saying that I like
rebelling; however, I just like to think
outside the box.”
Do you prefer a blond, redhead

Dingbat Productions, which produced
“The Rocky Horror Show” in October,
truly delivered a nice helping of quirk and
imagination during every scene, conveying
a hilarious, condensed version of Norton
Jester’s original fairy tale.
Under the direction of senior biology

or brunette? Why? “I have no
preference over hair color; it’s
mostly about her personality.”
Do you prefer brains or beauty?
“Brains, of course; beauty without
brains is a huge turn-off.”
Have you ever used a pickup
line? If so, what is it? “No, never;
I’m just myself; however, I do find a
lot of those pickup lines cheesy and
funny.”
What shouldn’t you say on a
first date? “‘You remind me of my
ex-girlfriend.’”
Can you speak another
language other than English?
“Spanish.”
How do you hope being in
Cupid’s Corner will help you? “It
started with a friend and I joking
around about it and it was kind of a
dare; but hey, I’m open to whatever
comes my way.”
Free Association Quiz:
Piercing: “Ears.”
Pet: “Boxer.”
Dr. Pepper: “Love it.”
Glamour: “Girls.”
--Compiled by Cleiri Quezada
If you would like to be featured in
Cupid’s Corner, call Cleiri Quezada
at 882-5782 or send her an e-mail at
collegian@utb.edu.

By Francisco Garza
Webcast Editor

major Arthur Gonzalez, who also played
the role of the noisy and seemingly-Irish
Dr. Dischord, the cast pushed through with
believable accents and smooth interaction.
Fifth-grader Collis transmitted the
part of Mia flawlessly, using everyday
mannerisms that made her performance
believable. Fernando Zamora, who played
the part of Humbug and the Clock, must be
applauded for his enunciation and energy
that carried through the entire play.
The inhabitants of the Doldrums, where
everything but slothfulness is outlawed,
were played by Clarissa Contreras, Joe
Uvalles, Oscar Gutierrez and David Boon,
who crawled and yawned realistically
enough to make anyone watching tired.
Despite having a low budget, the cast
wonderfully executed improvisation that
invoked the imagination of the audience
such as in the scene where multiple
characters ate their words, literally.
Simple well thought-out costumes added
to the essence of the characters. Rainbowcolored socks and an umbrella belonging to
the indecisive and incompetent directiongiving Whether Man are prime examples.
After her didactic adventure, Mia is
surprised to realize an hour has gone by,
and after your guffaws, you’ll realize the
same.

’Scopes

Aries (March 21-April 19):
FYI, if your username is (Your
name)iscool, you are not cool.
Taurus (April 20-May 20): It
is all your fault! If only you would
have showered more often, we
would not be getting so much rain!
Gemini (May 21-June 21):
Monkeys are funny, except when
they start throwing feces at you-then they’re hilarious. Well, for me
at least.
Cancer (June 22-July 22):
Saturday cartoons teach you
everything you need to know in
life: values, morals and to buy as
many toys as possible.
Leo (July 23-Aug. 23): Pull
back your shoulders and straighten
your posture. Now touch your hip
with your right arm and point your
left arm to the side. Repeat after
me: I’m a little teapot, short and
stout, here is my handle, here is my
spout.

Virgo (Aug. 24-Sept. 22): This
week you should try a new catch
phrase, like “fancy ultra freshcool.”
Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 23): Life
is like a sad love song. No joke, it
is like a sad love song. Deal with it.
Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21):
Board games are always a good
idea for a first date. But remember,
no one will go out with you if you
cheat.
Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec.
21): Some people are born being
geniuses, others are born … well
you should know.
Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19):
This week if you go out, be safe:
Don’t dance and drive.
Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 19):
Even if it does not have feathers, it
is still a chicken.
Pisces (Feb. 20-March 20):
Sleep is overrated. I mean it’s
been two weeks and four days
since I slept and I am completely
firnewkhbtgfuhwklpije.
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President’s Cup

Scorpions place 2nd on chessboard

major Sergey Erenburg and UTB/TSC
physics major and Grandmaster Mauricio
Flores battled it out in the last game of the
tournament.
“I know that he’s a very strong player;
for example, in the last Final 4, he scored
a perfect score. … I have a lot of respect
[for] him,” Erenburg said of Flores.

He admits the Final 4 of College Chess
was a challenging match.
“Everybody says that this is the strongest
Final 4 ever, all four teams have very
strong players and the competition was
very tough,” Erenburg said. “So in every
single measure, the outcome of the match
was not clear until the very end. … The
harder it is, the more enjoyable.”
About 100 UTB/TSC administrators and
community members attended the event.
UTB/TSC
business
major
and
Grandmaster Axel Bachmann felt the
pressure from the audience during the final
moments of the competition.
“I was feeling all the people watching
us; you don’t have control over the
situation, you have to watch and expect the
[results],” said Bachmann, who returned
to UTB/TSC last fall. “We were confident
in our teammate, but at the same time we
were really nervous because it was the
final game, we were so close to winning
the tournament. This year we lost, but it
happens.”
This is the first year UTB/TSC hosts the
tournament.
“I was talking to Rusty and with
[President Juliet V. García] and we were
really happy with all the organization:
the people supporting us, the playing
conditions; the hall was really good,”
Bachmann said.
UTB/TSC improved from its third-place
finish in the 2009 President’s Cup, held in

Dallas.
Business major and International Master
Max Cornejo sees a first place in the
Scorpions’ future.
“I think we were very close to winning
first place, but actually we got second
place by a half-point below and that’s
very important for us,” Cornejo. “We are
improving every year and, hopefully, we
end up getting first place next year.”
Chess Program Director Rusty Harwood
praised the chess team.
“I’m thrilled with the results and I’m
really, really proud of my students,”
Harwood said.
After several years of coaching
the Scorpions, Grandmaster Gilberto
Hernandez left the university to be with
his family in Argentina. On March 23,
Ronen Har-Zvi, a grandmaster and native
of Israel, replaced Hernandez.
The chess spirit and support from the
community in the Rio Grande Valley
has grown significantly since the chess
program started at UTB/TSC in the 20012002 school year.
In 2005, the chess team won the National
K-12 Collegiate Championships and has
placed in the final four U.S. schools at
the Pan-American Intercollegiate Team
Chess Championships. As a result of its
accomplishments, the university was
named the Chess College of the Year by the
U.S. Chess Federation in August 2007 and
continues to improve each year.

Services. “Many universities have offices
already set up for students where they
can go for services and resources
and to file complaints if they feel
harassed or disrespected.”
LGBT stands for lesbian,
gay, bisexual and transgender. It is also known as
GLBT.
Associate Professor Jaime
H. Garcia said that if students are harassed because
of their sexual orientation at
UTB/TSC, they should contact
the Dean of Students office and
Campus Police because the Safe
Space program is about giving students
the opportunity to have someone to talk to for

direction and resources.
Curet said the Safe Space program
has no mechanism for that yet because it is still in its infancy.
Senior sociology major
Charleen Sauceda thinks it is
a good idea for the university
to implement the program.
“Many students who are
LGBT feel like they can’t
talk to friends, family [or]
peers, because [of] the fear
that they may not understand
what they are going through,”
Sauceda told The Collegian via
e-mail. “Plus, it’s good to know that
there’s someone who will just listen
and not preach.”

The first meeting on the Safe Space proposal was conducted on Jan. 29, 2009, which was
sponsored by the Offices of the Dean of Students, Student Health Services and Residential
Life and Student Housing. After several meetings, an advisory committee was formed.
On Oct. 9, 2009, the first training was conducted, where 25 faculty, staff and students
participated. Anyone, regardless of their sexual orientation can partake in the trainings. For
more information, contact Student Health Services at 882-8951.
After the training, those who participated
are referred to as allies and a logo was given
to each to place on their doors where it is easily visible. This will be an indicator to LGBT
students that they may go in and speak to that
person about any issues they may be having
and know it is a safe environment where
they can speak freely.
“You don’t have to be gay to be an advocate or a friend,” Curet said.
She said those who are allies can listen to students and give them information, but they are not there to counsel
anyone. If a student needs counseling,
they will be referred to Student Health
Services.
“The Safe Space [program] doesn’t
promote counseling,” Curet said.
“Counseling is what we do here in Student Health Services. We always maintain anonymity and privacy for the student.”
The Safe Space program is not a student organization; however, there used
to be one called the Gay-Straight Alliance, but was only around for two years,
from 2007 to Spring 2009.
“It closed down because the two
students who started the organization
graduated and no one stepped up to take
over,” said Garcia, who was the adviser
for the organization.
Last fall, he sent e-mails to those on
the list he had to see if anyone was interested in starting the group again, but no

By Cleiri Quezada
Staff Writer
The UTB/TSC Chess Team overcame
the disadvantage of not having a chess
coach for most of the year. It could not,
however, overcome the difficult challenge
of playing against five-time champion
University of Maryland-Baltimore County.
The Scorpions placed second in the
President’s Cup: Final 4 of College Chess
tournament, held April 10-11 in the
Education and Business Complex’s Salon
Cassia.
The University of Maryland-Baltimore
County finished first for the fifth
consecutive year with 8 points; UTB/TSC
came in second with 7.5 points; Texas Tech
University, third with 4.5 points; and the
University of Texas at Dallas, fourth with
4 points.
UTB/TSC won both of its matches on
Saturday with a 2.5 to 1.5 win over Texas
Tech and a 3-1 win over the University of
Texas at Dallas.
On Sunday, the Scorpions tied 2-2 with
UMBC.
“As far as match points, we scored just
the same as Maryland, but we needed to
win in the last match to get the first place;
we missed it by half a point,” UTB/TSC
Grandmaster Timur Gareyev said.
Each team had four players competing
in each match. On Sunday, UMBC
mathematics and financial economics

Elizabeth A. Perez/Collegian

UTB/TSC Grandmaster Timur Gareyev plans
his next move against University of MarylandBaltimore County Grandmaster Leonid Kritz in the
2010 President’s Cup: Final 4 of College Chess
Tournament.

A Safe Space for the GLBT student
By Jacqueline Vasquez
Staff Writer
On TV, “coming out” seems to be one of
the most difficult things a person who is gay,
lesbian, bisexual or transgender has to go
through, not to mention having to come to
terms with his or her sexual orientation.
The Safe Place program being started at
UTB/TSC aims to help students who may be
experiencing difficulties or simply have questions and would like to speak openly about it
to someone.
“Safe Space is a program that most colleges and universities have to promote safety
and respect for the dignity of LGBT students,”
said Eugenia Curet, director of Student Health

• See ‘Safe,’ Page 12
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Senior art show, a human experience
By Francisco Garza
Webcast Editor

It’s not often that you see wrestlers and
Cyclopes in the same room. These are just
some of the themes in the art for this semester’s
senior art show, “The Human Experience.”
“Studio art majors have to present an
exhibition at the end of their career as
students,” Professor of Fine Arts Carlos G.
Gómez told The Collegian. “They take a class
called senior exhibit that requires writing a
thesis and presenting a body of work.”
This year’s artists are Christopher Lee

Cerda, Matthew J. Garcia and Adriana
Cisneros.
“Matthew is, basically, a painter who does
a lot of experiments with techniques and oils,”
Gómez said. “Adriana is a photographer; she
works with all kinds of iconography. Right
now, she is working on a Cyclops series. And
Christopher does the studies of anatomy and
does paintings and drawings specifically of
wrestlers and that kind of stuff.”
Cerda said that this is his first big show.
“I’m actually kind of nervous and excited,”
he said. I want people to enjoy my work and
my peers’ work, too.”

Elizabeth A. Perez/Collegian Photos

Christopher Lee Cerda

Contests, fair, movie planned for weeklong observance

Garcia has been featured in various student
shows, and one photography show. He also
mentioned that he is anxious, nervous, excited,
and cannot wait to show his art.
Cisneros was featured in a solo show last
summer in the Rusteberg Art Gallery.
“It’s kind of exciting, my last show as an
undergraduate,” she said.
Of being the only artist presenting
photography, Cisneros said: “It’s not
necessarily modern photography or
commercial photography. It’s art photography.
My series right now, it’s based on Cyclopes as
a metaphor for people who feel like outcasts

Matthew J. Garcia

and depressed and generally like freaks in this
world.”
Each artist will present five pieces for the
class, but if more room is available in the
gallery, more art will be shown.
Gómez added that the students make
everything from scratch for their show,
including the frames and labels.
The show will open at 6:30 tonight in the
Rusteberg Art Gallery and will run until April
30.
“This is a very good opportunity for the
campus to see what the students do,” Gómez
said.

Adriana Cisneros

Earth to Scorpions: Save me

By Luciana Morales
Staff Writer

If you pass through the Student Union’s La Sala
this week, you may notice an eco-friendly theme,
with hanging globes and tips on staying green.
Under the United to Serve project, the
Dean of Students Office is coordinating
a series of events to extend the observance of Thursday’s Earth Day to
cover the whole week.
“Each year, each campus
of the UT System creates a
United to Serve project that
delivers community service
to the whole of the community,”
said David Mariscal, coordinator
of Judicial Affairs with the Dean of
Students Office. “This year, the community decided to do a program to promote environmental causes that exist within our community,
the recycling program, the cleanup community,
just things that the community can do to have a
healthier and greener community.”
Earth Day was chosen for the United to Serve
project to commemorate the 40th worldwide anniversary of the observance, Mariscal said. This is
the first year UTB/TSC is coordinating activities
for Earth Day. Previously, student organizations
put together Earth Day events on campus.
The week will showcase the combined efforts
of such departments as Chemistry and Environ-

mental Sciences, Residential Life, Student Union
and Student Life, and student organizations, including Gorgas Science Society, Sting Radio
Club, STEMS Club and the Student Government
Association.
Throughout the week, the Dean of Students Office and the Student Union are co-sponsoring a recyclable art project, where
students can submit for competition
art projects made of recyclable
materials. The deadline to
submit artwork is noon today. Entries must be turned
in at the Student Union Office.
All works will be on display
in La Sala until Thursday, when
the contest’s winners will be announced. The overall winner will be
awarded $300, while the best of 2-D and 3-D art
submissions will receive $100 each. The winning
submissions will be considered for use on the
front cover of the 2010-2011 UTB/TSC Student
Handbook.
The highlight of Earth Week will be a fair, to
be held from 10 a.m. until 2 p.m. Thursday on the
Student Union lawn.
Mariscal said the goal of the event is to raise
community awareness on environmental issues,
and to provide leadership in environmental causes
• See ‘Earth,’ Page 12

Club

spotlight
Courtesy Photo

Members of the Residence Hall Association include (front row, from left): Vice President Michael Peña,
Irene Martinez, Secretary Kimberly Muñoz, President Ruben Reyna, Michael Rivas, Adrian Ramos and
Historian Stacy Perez. Back row: Student Government Representative David Lee Valdez, Treasurer
Wesley Roberts, Advertising Executive Samuel Camarillo, David Cobarrubias and David Garcia.
Student
Government
Requirements: Must be a
Name: Residence Hall
A s s o c i a t i o n
resident in student housing.
Association
Representative: David Lee
For more information:
Purpose: To benefit the
Send an e-mail to Muñoz at
Valdez
members of residential
Advertising
Executive:
sweetkimby@yahoo.com, or
housing by providing an
Samuel Camarillo
find the group on Facebook
outlet in social, academic
Sponsor: Debbie Perez
by searching UTB Residence
and recreational activities at
Events: Move-In Day, Luau,
Hall Association.
UTB/TSC.
--Compiled by Elizabeth A.
Game Night and Movie
Established: January 2003
Night.
Perez
President: Ruben Reyna
If you would like your student
Community
Service:
Vice President: Michael
Adopt-a-Street and Move-In
organization featured in
Peña
Day.
the Club Spotlight, call
Secretary: Kimberly Muñoz
Meetings: Held at 9 p.m. on
Collegian reporter Elizabeth
Treasurer: Wesley Roberts
Wednesdays in the second
A. Perez at 882-5143 or send
Historian: Stacey Perez
floor conference room at The
an e-mail to collegian@utb.
National Communications
Village at Fort Brown.
edu.
Coordinator: David Boon
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2010 Bougainvillea Ball

The Collegian

‘A Knight to

By Ana Laura Martell
Spanish Editor

Manuel Reyna/Collegian Photos

Sophomore history major Jessica Walker (from left), freshman history major Carlos Lozano and freshman
psychology major Kyle Srygley dance to “YMCA.”

Purple is for royalty, red is for vitality and gold
is for extravagance; no other palette of colors
could be better chosen for the decorations that
transformed El Gran Salón into a castle from the
Middle Ages.
Vibrant purple tablecloths, golden runners,
metal candle holders and fruit platters dressed up
the long, medieval-inspired tables where guests
sat to enjoy a variety of elegant hors d’oeuvres
and, certainly, the inevitable grape juice (in place
of wine).
Pennons bedecked the walls and the dimmed
lights gave the space an enchanting flair. The
evening was ideal for the entertainment and
enjoyment of the student community as they
waited for the presentation of the new Royal Court
during the Bougainvillea Ball, held on April 10.
The theme of the ball “A Knight to Remember”
would truly become an unforgettable evening for
many.
And then, of course, the DJ background music
with the tunes of Maná, Shakira, Juanes, among
others, brought us back to modern times.
But it was not until guests “Cha cha’ed
real smooth” that the dance floor really got
deserved attention. Line-dance songs such as
“Summertime” got the ball started.
Although attendance was not as expected,
those who did show up appeared to be enjoying
the event and dancing the evening away. About
175 students took part, Student Life Director
Sergio Martinez said.
Jessica Walker, a sophomore history major,

wore an elegant indigo and gold Renaissance
gown and a violet veil over her head to her first
Bougainvillea Ball. She admired the themed
ambience in the company of her friends.
“It’s a lot of fun: I get to be with all my friends,
we get to dance, we get to eat. … It’s awesome,”
Walker said.
Her friend, Roxanne Cavazos, a sophomore
education major, compared last year’s ball with
this year’s.
“[Last year] it was like so-so … but this time
everyone [here] is having a great time, the food is
great and everything… all of us are having a great
time,” Cavazos said.
Halfway through the event and following the
presentation of all candidates, senior computer
information systems major Joel Alaffa and senior
accounting major Lyzeth Flores were crowned
the ball’s king and queen, with 330 and 382 votes,
respectively. Both represent the Scorpion Mixed
Martial Arts Club.
The rest of the royal court members are senior
biology major David Valdez, prince, with 314
votes; senior nursing major Delia Rodriguez,
princess, with 302 votes; junior management
major Christopher Longoria, duke, with 298
votes; sophomore communication major Cynthia
Medina, duchess, with 271; junior kinesiology
major Ruben Santibañez, count, with 177; and
freshman psychology major Kimberly Muñoz,
countess, with 207.
Astonishment and excitement radiated from
both Alaffa and Flores’ faces as they took their
first dance as king and queen. The rest of the court
couples later joined them.
“[It’s] amazing! We were kind of shocked in

2010 Bougainvillea Ball
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the beginning … [we] couldn’t believe it,” the
royal couple told The Collegian still in disbelief.
They did not expect to win.
No one said campaigning was easy. But Alaffa
was familiar with the process and made every use
of this advantage.
“It’s my senior year … I ran for SGA before in
the past and I know how the whole campaigning,
[so I] built that from the past and give it in for
this Bougainvillea [Ball],” the newly elected king
said.
Flores said, “We campaigned Monday through
Thursday ’til the last minute.”
Flores is a first-time candidate.
“This is my very first time campaigning, so it
was more about the experience,” she said.
The most difficult thing about campaigning is
doing so while going to school and work, and still
trying to have a social life in one week. The royal
couple is proud to have demonstrated this.
“It [is] our last year. We … have done
something exciting and motivating for us just to
keep on going,” Flores said. “And our résumé,
yes we can put something like this [on it] but
it’s going … to emphasize [we] can handle
campaigning, school, work and still have good
grades. We are both Scorpion Scholars … we
are both Scorpion Ambassadors … we are very
involved [on] campus.”
Freshman accounting major Hugo Teran and
sophomore accounting major Brenda Gallegos
had never attended the ball before. They danced
to a variety of music. They especially liked that
a group of students took the theme of the ball to
their attire and had fun doing so.
“I think that was cool because nobody does

that, not a lot of people have the guts to come and
do it, they did and that’s fun,” Gallegos said.
The students said they will mostly likely attend
the Bougainvillea Ball next year.
“I might run,” Gallegos said.
The event was a collaboration of the Campus
Activities Board, Office of Student Life and
Student Union.

Members of the 2010 Bougainvillea Ball Royal Court are (front row, from left) Countess Kimberly
Muñoz, Duchess Cynthia Medina, Princess Delia Rodriguez and Queen Lyzeth Flores. Back row:
Count Ruben Santibañez, Duke Christopher Longoria, Prince David Valdez and King Joel Alaffa.

Sophomore accounting major Brenda Gallegos and
freshman accounting major Hugo Teran enjoy the music
as they twirl across the dance floor during the 2010
Bougainvillea Ball. About 175 students attended the
event April 10 in the Student Union’s Gran Salon.

Bougainvillea Queen Lyzeth Flores
and King Joel Alaffa

Scorpion Mixed Martial Arts Club

Christopher Longoria
and Delia Rodriguez

Knights of Classic Lore
and Sigma Psi Delta

Ruben Santibañez and
Iracema Flores
Exercise Science

Michael Peña
and Cleiri Quezada

The Collegian Press Club

SGA President Ruby de la Fuente (from left), junior psychology major Karina Hinojosa and sophomore early childhood education major Laura Paredes dance to
the “Time Warp” from the “Rocky Horror Show.”

David Valdez
and Kimberly Muñoz

Residence Hall Association

Cynthia Medina, escorted
by Fei Cao

International Students
Organization

Adrian Ramos
and Ruby Ramos

Campus Activities Board

Students enjoy hors d’oeuvres and the music being mixed by DJ Rocky.
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within the community.
“Different departments, faculty and student
organizations are contributing to this project,”
Mariscal said. “And we hope to have at least
15 booths from the community to display the
different things that can be done to help the
environment.”
Attractions of the fair include the Mini
Farmers’ Market; about 10 vendors from the
Brownsville Farmers’ Market will be selling
their produce. Representatives from the South
Padre Island World Birding Center will also
be attending.
During the fair, which is expected to attract more than 300 students, the Chemistry

Elections

Continued from Page 1

understand that, you know, we are the
customers of this university,” de la Fuente
said. “It’s a public university and it’s a service
to us and we should be respected and treated
fairly.”
She said it is also important to have good
communication with the senate and hopes
there will be a good rapport between the
future president and vice president to avoid
difficulties. She said she is familiar with
Robert’s Rules of Order, which explains rules
of order for parliamentary procedures.
Vice President of Policy and Procedure
Joe Lee Rubio is running against SGA Clerk
Rosalinda Rangel for the vice president of
administration seat.
Rubio would like for the SGA to become a
better voice for the students.
“I believe it’s time for me to take more
of a leadership role in Student Government
Association to continue the efforts to advance

and Environmental Sciences Department will
screen videos of their fieldwork on the Bahia
Grande. The department will also feature its
Bike and Hike program for students to know
the benefits of biking to school or short-distance locations around Brownsville.
Additionally, a mini compost pile will be on
display to show people how to turn their trash
into fertilizer.
From 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Thursday in La
Sala, there will be a continuous screening of
the documentary film “The Cove,” based on
the killing of dolphins on the coast of Japan.
Also on Thursday, Mariscal said, the Gorgas Science Society will sponsor a contest
where recyclable paper brought by students
and student organizations will be weighed to
award those who bring the most newspapers,
notebook papers and copy papers.

Senior environmental sciences major Nydia
Gutierrez, a photographer with the Gorgas
Science Society, said paper can be brought
between 10 a.m. and 1 p.m. The winner will
be announced at 2 p.m. If the winner is an individual, he or she will receive four tickets to
see Disney’s “Oceans” movie. If the winner is
a student organization, it will receive a banner
and a pizza party.
Senior environmental sciences major
Amanda Hernandez is trying to spread the
word about the Earth Day Fair on campus
through such social networks as Facebook
and Twitter.
Hernandez says UTB/TSC has a great environmental sciences program.
“There’s a lot that [environmental science]
has to offer the university,” Hernandez said.
“It’s not just hippies hugging trees anymore;

it’s an actual real science. … We’ve been
going to research symposiums all across the
States, and taking part in projects here in
Brownsville.”
Student Media’s Sting Radio will conduct
a live broadcast from the second floor of the
Student Union and will stream various presentations from the environmental sciences
faculty.
In addition to hot dogs, eco-friendly shopping bags and stickers that will be given away,
the Sting Radio Club will provide pizza, shopping bags and T-shirts for participants.
“We’re hoping that it becomes an annual
tradition,” Mariscal said.
Clubs that want to set up a booth or participate in the paper recycling contest, may
contact Mariscal at 882-5141 or via e-mail at
david.mariscal@utb.edu.

the independence of student government, to
better serve all the students of the university,”
he said.
He would like to ensure that students are
better represented when the administration
forms committees that decide on changes
that affect students. He would like to see
the administration give the SGA a chance to
appoint representatives to those committees
so that students will be better informed about
changes that will affect them in the future.
Rubio has several other plans for
improvement in the SGA.
“I would like to lead the SGA in greater
involvement in the community, which I
would be very able to do seeing how I’m very
involved in other community organizations as
well,” he said.
Rubio’s community involvement includes
being an advisory member and immediate past
chairman of the Brownsville Beautification
Committee, president of the Brownsville
Farmers’ Market and member of UTB/TSC’s
Gorgas Science Society.

Rangel has her own plans on making
improvements in the SGA.
“I think that SGA, lately, hasn’t had the
opportunity of having a vice president that can
make the senate accountable,” Rangel said.
She said that if elected, she would like to
take on that responsibility.
“The SGA vice president of administration
not only has to have a good relationship with
the president, but also has to be coordinator of
the senate and I am a coordinator and I want to
put different ideas into action,” she said.
Rangel said the senate needs to be efficient
and would like to teach them how to be more
productive.
“It’s the VP of administration’s responsibility
to ensure that the senators are functional and
are doing what they’re supposed to be doing
and I think that has been lacking,” she said.
“It’s not just about going to a meeting, sitting
on a chair and saying yes to everything.”
Rangel said she would like to change that
by having more involvement and discussion
during meetings. She would also like to see

the SGA more involved in civic engagement.
“We say that SGA is about leadership and
civic engagement towards students, but yet we
don’t do any volunteer work so we need to get
these people moving, not only engaged in this
university, but in the city,” she said.
Rangel has different ideas on how to get
a better understanding of student concerns
in order to better serve the student body. She
has been a member of the SGA since 2008,
has been a mentor, Scorpion Ambassador and
Scorpion Scholar.
Vice President of Historical Archives
Stephanie Villarreal and former SGA member
Joshuah Law are vying for the position of vice
president of policy and procedure.
Villarreal said that it is crucial for the SGA
to run its meetings effectively and efficiently
in order to better fulfill their obligations to the
student body. Knowledge of parliamentary
procedures and Robert’s Rules of Order is
important if these obligations are to be fulfilled

Faculty, Students, Staff!
$300
PER
MONTH*

Call 956-546-0381
www.uisroom.com

55 Sam Perl Blvd.

$49
PER DAY

(Off 12th St.)
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The Collegian

$500 per month double occupancy
Flexible month-to-month agreement
All utilities paid (cable, water, electricity)
Near the UTB main campus, 8 min. walk
Security Surveillance
Furnished, large rooms, full-size beds
Micro-fridge, microwave, pool
Restaurants Nearby
Internet Available
Laundry Area

TAKE 12TH STREET EXIT GOING WEST FROM EXPRESSWAY.
*For the first 2 months only, then $400 afterwards.
GO ONE MILE. MOTEL IS ON RIGHT SIDE.

See ‘Elections,’ Page 14

The Collegian

On Campus

April 19, 2010 • Page 13

ITECC enforces lease agreements
By Christine Cavazos
Staff Writer
The Texas Southmost College District
has implemented new regulations to
International Technology, Education and
Commerce Center lease agreements after
a special audit found more than $110,000
was not collected.
David Oliveira, chairman of the TSC
board of trustees, told The Collegian
via telephone on April 12 the district has
already collected the back rent.
“They restricted the leases, they
collected the back rent and so that’s not an
issue anymore,” Oliveira said.
A Fiscal Year 2008 Internal Audit Report
provided by Michael Blanchard, assistant
to the provost and president for Legal
Services, found roles and responsibilities
for management and oversight of ITECC
lease operations were not clearly defined.
Oliveira said as a result, the district
appointed Irv Downing, vice president for
Economic Development and Community
Services, to oversee ITECC’s management.
“He’s former CEO of Chase Bank, he
has the background, he understands about
all of this, it’s more his field,” Oliveira said.
Oliveira mentioned part of the reason
the fees were not collected was because

Safe

Continued from Page 8

one showed up to the meeting.
Since then, he has had two students come

ITECC was
undergoing
construction.
“ T h e
I T E C C
was
under
construction,
we
had
problems
with the air
conditioning
[and]
it’s
hard to be
bugging the
tenants when
things are not
working in the order they are supposed to.
… Some of it was intentional because the
condition of the building was not good;
we didn’t feel that we could, in good faith,
make people pay late fees when there were
problems,” he said.
Downing said new regulations have
been implemented so instances like these
can be prevented in the future.
“The contract leases were rewritten
and updated for new companies that lease
space at the ITECC,” he said via telephone.
Asked specifically how the contracts
were improved, Downing responded each
contract is different.
“The contracts [between] the people that

want to lease
space and us
are modified
each time,”
Downing
s a i d .
“Sometimes
t
h
e
businesses
h a v e
different
requirements
with
the
space they
Collegian File Photo
lease
and
so that takes

changes.”
The audit report dated Feb 18, 2009, to
UTB/TSC President Juliet V. García from
Norma L. Ramos, director of Internal
Audits, states improvements should be
made in the following areas:
--roles and responsibilities are not
clearly defined for ITECC lease operations
--lack of comprehensive and coordinated
procedures to adequately provide day to
day guidance for receipting procedures,
monitoring compliance to lease terms
(insurance requirements, certificate of
occupancy, holding over clause, late
payment fee)
--enforcement of tenant compliance with

insurance clause
--monitoring of rental obligations
--oversight of ITECC campus events
Documents show a sample of 10
tenants was taken to determine if there
was compliance with rental obligations.
Findings noted that nine of 10 tenants
paid their rent late during FY 2007 and FY
2008. The uncollected rent ranged from
one to 12 months.
“ITECC Facilities Office did not collect/
enforce the late payment fee when tenants
were late with rental obligations as
required by the lease agreements resulting
in uncollected late fees of $40,573.93,”
according to the report.
Last December, the TSC board of
trustees created a Special Audit Committee
to ensure taxpayers’ money is being spent
wisely. Vice Chairman Eduardo Campirano
serves as the committee’s chair. Trustees
Chester Gonzalez and Rene Torres also
serve on the committee.
During its meeting March 25, the board
approved the bylaws of the committee,
which state, in part: “Members of the
committee shall review the results of
significant audit activities, audit reports
and management responses as they relate
to the district,” according to documents
provided by TSC.

up to him with interest in starting the organization again. A meeting about it will be scheduled at the beginning of the fall semester.
Sauceda was glad to know that there is a
possibility that a student organization for the

GLBT community might be available for students.
“I think it would be wonderful for a group
to open up on campus where students that are
LGBT can meet other peers and students to

talk to and socialize with,” she said.
For more information about the student organization, call Garcia at 882-7343.
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By Luciana Morales
Staff Writer
Music, pizza giveaways and late-night office
hours made Tandy Hall a different place Tuesday evening.
College Access Night, an event co-sponsored
by UTB/TSC and the Brownsville Independent
School District, guided about 400 prospective
students and parents in the college enrollment
processes.
Magdalena Goga, a senior financial aid officer and Imagine College! program coordinator,
said high school seniors from Brownsville, Los
Fresnos, Port Isabel, San Benito and Harlingen
were invited.
“We are trying to make sure that the students and the parents are aware of the facilities
on campus as well as the enrollment management,” Goga said. “The information that they
need to follow through is important as far as
completing their enrollment process that includes admissions, orientation, testing, financial aid and academic advising.”
Prospective students and their parents learned
about the different programs and majors offered
on campus, the requirements to be enrolled at
the university, received brochures and freebies,
how to apply for loans and when to attend Scorpiontation, among many other topics.
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properly.
“Not only am I familiar with Robert’s
Rules of Order, but I have true experience
within SGA having served a full term as a
freshman senator, and I bring tremendous
experience from the Texas Legislature to the
Student Government floor,” Villarreal said via
e-mail. “I have streamed countless committee
hearings, I have watched debates on the
House floor with absolute diligence and, after
witnessing how the Texas budget is agreed
upon and appropriated by means of endless
hours of debate, I have a true respect for fiscal

Luciana Morales/Collegian

Representatives from different departments in the university assist visitors during College Access Night on
Tuesday in the main foyer of Tandy Hall. About 400 prospective students and parents attended the event, said
Daniel Yarritu, UTB/TSC AmeriCorps coordinator.

Additionally, high school seniors and UTB/
TSC students alike were assisted in filling their
FAFSA and income tax returns.
Pilar Janis, a BISD higher education counselor, said about 2,300 students in the district
graduate each year from high schools, of which
about 1,500 will enroll at UTB/TSC.
“The bulk of our students will be attending
UTB/TSC,” Janis said. “It is important and
crucial that students complete all processes-especially financial aid, because … without a
funding source, their college dream will not be
a reality.”
Financial Aid Director Mari Chapa emphasized the importance for new and returning stu-

dents to apply early for financial aid.
“We have a March 1 priority deadline,” Chapa said. “We will ensure the earlier applicants
get their awards, if they are eligible, by the date
their payment is due.”
Chapa also said beginning this summer the
Pell Grant will be available year round.
“Before, if you’ve used your maximum Pell
in fall and spring, you couldn’t get any more,”
she explained. “But … now we will be able
to offer you another award of Pell, so you can
get ahead. The main thing is to accelerate your
graduation date.”
Chapa said that Hispanic-serving institutions
such as UTB/TSC will benefit from new laws

responsibility and cooperation.”
She said that if elected, she will do all she
can to encourage participation from students
and will “continue to bring the truest sense of
constituent services” to the campus.
Villarreal said it is important for students to
not only vote, but also become more involved
with their student government.
“The only way we can move forward as an
SGA is by having students, like you, holding
us accountable and providing us with ideas to
make our campus a better place for all of us,”
she said.
Law said that if he is elected, one of the
things he would like is to see a committee come
together in order to rewrite the constitution.
“There are huge flaws in it,” Law said. “It’s

too vague in areas where it should be specific
and it lacks a check-and-balance system.”
He also sees a need to reach out to the
student body and get their opinion on different
issues.
“We haven’t had the proper representation
and, hopefully, after this election we’ll have
it where we’ll be able to open our ears and
our hands to help the student body,” Law
said. “That’s what the student government is
supposed to do.”
He said that he is a “stickler when it comes
to rules” and is consistent in making sure they
are being followed, which is why he would
be good at helping the student government
achieve its goals.
Law is not only a former senator of the SGA,

signed by President Obama.
“We were so excited about the new laws that
the president’s just signed,” she said. “They
have some reforms there, but they also have
a lot of funding for students and the colleges,
especially Hispanic-serving institutions like
ours.”
Playing a big role in assisting and guiding the
visitors were 33 AmeriCorps members.
Daniel Yarritu, coordinator of the AmeriCorps program at UTB/TSC, said the threeyear program started in September 2009 and
places its members as mentors in high schools
of the area.
Other departments and organizations that
collaborated include Student Life, which provided pizza and music, Work-Study and Mentorship, Café con Leche, Academic Advising,
Scorpiontation, Scorpion Ambassadors and the
Physics Department.
Goga was content with the turnout of the
event and the cooperation of other departments
in this effort.
“The university has grown so much; we have
so much to offer to the students,” she said. “We
work very well with BISD and we appreciate
their support and efforts at all times.”
Janis agreed, saying, “Collectively together,
we serve students.”
but has participated in several committees on
campus.
“I donated my time and I’ve helped the
student body,” he said. “I don’t mean just by
going to the meetings, I mean, even after the
meetings were over I spent my time to serve
the SGA. If and when I am elected, that’s what
the student body can expect of me.”
Those running unopposed are John D.
Barajas for vice president of public relations;
Karina Hinojosa and Ruby Ramos, for senator
of the College of Liberal Arts; David Polin,
for graduate senator; and Jesus Calvillo, Felix
Murad, Karla Lozoya, Laura Paredes and Jose
M. Uvalles for senator at large.
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Latinos sufren ‘crisis’ en el sector educativo
Por Ana Laura Martell
Editora de Español
Patricia Gándara, catedrática de la
facultad de ciencias de la educación de la
Universidad de California, Los Ángeles,
expuso en UTB/TSC acerca de la actual
crisis que azota la educación de los latinos
en E.E.U.U.
La conferencia tuvo lugar el 12 de abril
en el Salón Cassia del edificio EDBC,
ante un considerable grupo, entre ellos, el
alumnado, el profesorado de UTB/TSC y
otros miembros de la comunidad.
Estimada por muchos como una de las
eruditas más prominentes en el ámbito
de la educación, Gándara presentó
alarmantes cifras y porcentajes que
proyectan el estancamiento del proceso
educativo de los latinos. Mientras que el
índice de egreso a nivel universitario de
los grupos anglosajón y afroamericano ha
aumentado, por el contrario, en el caso del
grupo latino ha disminuido, número que
seguirá aminorándose en caso de no tomar
las medidas necesarias.
La brecha es muy grande: En el 2008, el
58 por ciento de la raza asiática se licenció;
de la anglosajona, el 37 por ciento; de la

afroamericana, el 21 por ciento; y de la
latina, sólo el 12 por ciento. Cabe señalar
que las cifras fueron adquiridas antes de
que se propagara la crisis económica que
actualmente sufre el país.
“¿Cómo se supone que un latino pueda
competir en el mercado laboral?”, se
pregunta la erudita. “No importa cuántas
veces vea [las cifras], me impactan”.
Gándara recalcó la imposibilidad de
hoy día de encontrar trabajo sin por lo
menos contar con el bachillerato.
“La sociedad entera ha cambiado”,
declaró Gándara. “La economía actual no
perdona”.
Los latinos se enfrentan con obstáculos
socio-políticos que truncan su desarrollo
académico.
“[Son] las políticas humanas las
responsables”, declaró Gándara. “No las
escuelas sino las sociedades”.
Por si fuera poco, ni la labor docente ni la
asesoría son rectas y parejas. El estudiante
latino que aspira ingresar a la universidad
tiene muchos impedimentos: Muchos
son o se sienten segregados y los padres
de familia creen que el costo es mayor de
lo que realmente es, por mencionar sólo
algunos.
Para la sorpresa de muchos, explicó la

Manuel Reyna/Collegian

Patricia Gándara, catedrática de la facultad de ciencias de la educación de la Universidad de California, Los
Ángeles, da conferencia acerca de la crisis que sufren los latinos en el sector educativo en los E.E.U.U.

erudita, el latino no se estanca debido a
las barreras lingüísticas o a su condición
de migrante. Al contrario, los latinos
inmigrantes que ingresan al país suelen
tener mayor motivación que aquellos de
descendencia latina nacidos en E.E.U.U.;
y aquellos que son bilingües tienden a
sobresalir.
Partiendo de la premisa de que la
crisis que sufren los latinos en el sector
educativo estadounidense no debe
atribuírsele a las barreras lingüísticas o
la inmigración, Gándara propone una
estrategia a corto plazo: la creación
programas de información para los
padres de familia, mejor formación de
los asesores académicos de preparatoria
con énfasis en la transición hacia la
universidad; incorporación del latino a las
actividades extraescolares, entre otras.
Por supuesto, habría que implementar
una estrategia a largo plazo. Los
organismos gubernamentales tendrían que
invertir en servicios sociales en las escuelas
mismas y en mejorar la calidad cultural y
lingüística de los jardines de niños. Según
Gándara, habría también que crearse una
campaña para reclutar e inducir a los
estudiantes latinos y sobretodo, financiar
completamente a los estudiantes de bajos
ingresos para que asistan a la universidad.
Trata esto mismo en su penúltimo
libro “The Latino Education Crisis:
The Consequences of Failed Social
Policies”, una exhortación a las entidades
gubernamentales, al sector educativo y a
la sociedad en sí, para que tomen cartas
en el asunto.
“Escribí el libro porque tengo la
esperanza de alguien en algún lugar lo lea
y diga ‘¡oh, cielos!, me podría pasar a mí’
y que esa persona no sea latina sino un
anglosajón de clase media que diga ‘esto
podría repercutir en mis hijos’”, explicó
Gándara.
Su intención no es sólo crear
consciencia, sino fomentar acción.
“Mi labor es enfadarlos”, concluyó la
autora.

Baila,
baila
Se divierten Yazmin Reyes,
estudiante de enfermería
de segundo año, y Víctor
Hernández, estudiante de
criminología de último año,
en el baile Bougainvillea
2010. Éste tuvo lugar el 10
de abril en El Gran Salón,
de la Unión Estudiantil.
Manuel Reyna/Collegian
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Estudiante
de hoy

Luciana Morales/Collegian

Nombre: Mariana Cantú
Edad: 20
Ciudad Natal: Monterrey, Nuevo León,
México
Promedio: 3.9
Especialidad:
Contabilidad
y
administración de empresas
Clasificación: Estudiante de tercer año
Fecha de graduación: Mayo 2011
Reconocimientos: Scorpion Scholar;
Lista de la Rectora: Verano I 2007,
Otoño 2007, Primavera 2008, Verano I
2008, Otoño 2008, Otoño 2009. Lista del
Decano: Primavera 2009.
Pasatiempos: “Hacer ejercicio, nadar e ir
al gimnasio”.
Actividades extracurriculares: “Soy
tutora de contabilidad y economía.
También soy parte del programa VITA
(Volunteer Income Tax Assistance) y
soy vicepresidenta de la organización
Accounting Society. He sido miembro
anteriormente de Toastmasters y de
Scorpion Chess Club”.
¿Cuál sería tu trabajo ideal? “Trabajar
como agente especial en una agencia
federal, ya sea el IRS o el FBI”.
¿Cuáles son tus metas? “Graduarme
en mayo y certificarme como contadora
pública”.
¿Cómo te ves dentro de 10 años? “Estaré
trabajando en una firma de contabilidad
o, si mi sueño se hace realidad, en una
agencia federal”.
¿Cuál ha sido tu reto más grande?
“Como no soy de aquí, tuve que aprender
inglés y adaptarme a otra cultura. En la
actualidad mi reto es manejar bien mi
tiempo”.
¿Qué te gusta de la universidad?
“Que los estudiantes tienen muchas
oportunidades para sobresalir”.
¿Si pudieras cambiar algo de la
universidad, qué harías? “Tal vez
[contar con] más profesores en nuestro
departamento”.
¿Qué les aconsejarías a los estudiantes
de nuevo ingreso? “Que no se den por
vencidos tan fácilmente”.
¿Qué consejo les darías a los estudiantes
para estudiar antes de un examen?
“Que estudien con anticipación”.
Anécdota: “Un día llegué toda mojada
al trabajo porque estaba lloviendo muy
fuerte. Ese día habían cerrado parte del
estacionamiento de EDBC, así que me
estacioné muy lejos. No traía paraguas y
llegué empapada, lo cual se notaba mucho
porque llevaba ropa de color claro”.
--Recopilado por Luciana Morales
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New man at the helm
By Chris Scott
Sports Editor

UTB/TSC Head Volleyball Coach Todd
Lowery was recently appointed as full-time
Intercollegiate Athletics director for Scorpion
sports after a long stretch as interim A.D. I sat
down with the new head of UTB/TSC sports
to chat about all things from the current state of
the Athletics Department to how the volleyball
team is shaping up for this coming fall semester.
After a long spell as interim A.D., how are
you settling in to your new full-time role?
Pretty good, so far. Not a lot has changed in
the transition from being the interim to actually
being A.D. We’re just going forward preparing
for fall season, for the fall sports and wrapping
up baseball. I’m enjoying it so far and enjoying
the challenges that are going to come up.
Did you have any prior experience as an
A.D. before you came to UTB/TSC?
Yes, actually at the school I was at before,
we didn’t have a lot of sports, but I was acting
A.D. There was just volleyball and rodeo
but we didn’t have a true A.D., so a lot of the
administrative role, like the NAIA rules, I was
handling.
What state is the Athletics program in
right now?
I think we’re in pretty good shape. Of course,
there are little things we can improve on and
that’s going to be my initial goal, to continue
to improve the sports that we have and in the
next couple years look to add some new sports.
But our goal right now is to continue to do well
with what we have and have four teams in the
national tournament again next year.
Could you identify your short-term goals
for the program?
Short-term goals would be to have all of our
teams qualify for the national championships
and I think that’s a realistic possibility from
where we were at last year going onto next year.
Those would be our short-term goals within the
year. Upgrade some facilities here in the [Garza]
Gym; do some improvements--some training
room stuff is on the map, looking at a few things
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Volleyball Coach Todd Lowery became UTB/TSC’s Athletics director on March 10.

over at the baseball field and then, of course, the
opening of the new practice field and the new
field for the soccer teams here on campus and
the Athletic Zone. All of that is going to come to
light in the next 12 months.
What are the plans for the training room?
Marty [Castillo, head athletic trainer,] will
move into this building [in Garza Gym] and
have his own facility, and be permanent, instead
of being bounced from place to place. He’ll
move out of the Health Care Center and I feel
it’s a better fit to have him here in the gym with
us.
When will the new training room start
getting built?
Immediately and it will all be in place by the
fall start. It will be a complete training room
with everything that Marty needs, with a wet
room and all those sorts of things.
What long-term goals do you have for the
Athletics Department?
Long-term goals? Well, we’re definitely
going to look at expanding some sports, not sure
exactly what those sports will be at this time, but
definitely our goal is to look at expanding our
Athletic Department. We want to get some more
full-time people in, support staff, those types of
things, maybe get another athletic trainer down
the road. But as a department, as a whole?

Development. Developing our community
relations, not just what we do in the community
but also start developing some sponsorship that
will help us move ahead as well.
What type of time frame are we looking at
for these long-term goals to be implemented?
As far as adding sports? I can’t say right
offhand, we’re definitely a couple of years
away from adding any sports, but it’s definitely
something we’re talking about and something
that we’ll look to do after we take care of
some stuff with the sports that we have. Some
upgrading, scholarshipwise; we want to be
in a better situation than we currently have,
not everyone is fully funded yet, that’s a goal,
and looking at the assistant coach position, we
would like to have a full-time assistant in most
of the sports that we already have.
Are those the two main areas that need
improvement then?
Like I said, the biggest thing right now is
our staffing. We can increase our staffing and
scholarship dollars. I think that’s where we are
lacking right now. Our soccer programs and
baseball program are a little bit short of what
those teams that are competing at the highest
level have, so those are things we’re looking to
improve right away.

How is the Athletic Zone coming along?
We’re taking the first steps over there for the
soccer program. I was over there last week and
they’ve definitely started moving dirt over there
and it looks like the soccer field should be done
by November this year. It won’t be ready for
season but, hopefully, by the end of season, it
will be ready and it will be set to go for spring
practice. It’s progress over there, and I think
we’re a little bit ahead of where people thought
that we would be at this point, and as we get the
soccer field done, we’ll go onto the next stage of
the project. There’s definitely some money that
needs to be raised and some initiatives and as
other buildings get finished up on campus here,
we may have some more money to work on
projects over there.
Jumping over to the volleyball then, the
other sports have been announcing signings
of late while volleyball has been fairly quiet.
How is the recruiting going?
(Laughs) Recruiting is going well. You
probably won’t hear a lot out of our camp until
late in the summer; it’s a personal preference
thing. We are close to signing a lot of kids, we
have a lot of commitments; we just haven’t
released them yet, but we’re looking good for
next year.
You can’t divulge any names?
(Laughs again) Not yet.
OK. For the players who are here then,
how has spring practice been going?
It’s been going really well. I feel the kids
have really put in a great amount of work this
spring and I am seeing a lot of improvement in
individuals. We played up at UTPA and were
able to beat them and also Laredo without a
full squad, as we’re definitely short in a lot of
positions with a few transfers out at Christmas.
Are you happy with the recruiting and the
personnel you already have on board, going
into the fall?
I’m very pleased. We’re way ahead of the
game compared to where we were last year and
we ended up having a great season, so we’re
happy with the way things are going at this
point.
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Baseball history in the making!
2010 Scorpions become the most successful UTB/TSC baseball squad in NAIA era
By Chris Scott
Sports Editor
History was made at Scorpion Field as the
UTB/TSC Baseball Team qualified for the
postseason and in the process became the first
Scorpion baseball team to finish the season
with a winning record in 10 years and since its
affiliation with the NAIA.
The Scorpions accomplished the feat with
a 3-0 series sweep over Jarvis College. The
Scorpions won games of 11-0 (the fastest game
played in Scorpion history), 6-4 and 14-8, over
April 9-10.
“We threw it well,” Aughney said after his
side’s 14-8 win over the Bulldogs. “We threw it
a lot better than it looks because we had so many
errors. Offensively, we started off slow but as the
game went on we got better. It’s always nice to
sweep, it’s great for us in conference. I think for
sure now we’re in the conference tournament,
so we’ve made the postseason so we’re going
the right way.”
Senior first baseman Brian Bustos, who
played his final game at Scorpion Field during
the series, was also satisfied with the win but

keen that the team carries on improving with
harder games set to come.
“We did well and our offense is still rolling,
but we seemed to get too comfortable the
second game,” Bustos said. “We still got the
win but we need to make adjustments to each
pitcher and stay with our offensive philosophy.
We need to continue to work hard and not be
satisfied with anything. Everyone is out to get
us and everyone is going to bring their ‘A’ game
against us.”
April 10 was also Senior Day, with the
Scorpions’ six seniors--Walter Blume III,
Bustos, Robby Mang, Daniel Garcia and Jesus
Mendoza--honored before the final game of the
series for their services to UTB/TSC baseball.
Bustos admitted after the game that it was a day
of charged emotions.
“The last home series was a very special
series,” he said. “Not only because it was my last
game but also because it was a deciding series
to clinch a berth at the conference tournament.
These guys are all my brothers, I was sad that
it was my last game here at Scorpion Field but
I can’t worry about that right now, we got a lot
ahead of us. It was also good to have my mom

Scorpion Robert Mariscal chucks the bat as he runs toward first base during the April 9 game against Jarvis
Christian College at Scorpion Field.
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Walter Blume III celebrates with his teammates after scoring for UTB/TSC.

here for my last game.”
Coach Aughney has now become the most
successful Scorpion baseball coach in the
National Association of Intercollegiate Athletics
era but remained modest about the achievement.
“It feels good,” he said when told of his
accomplishment. “It’s a tribute to the guys
we’ve got and their hard work, but I just yell,
I don’t play.”
However, Bustos disagrees that his side’s
remarkable form this year has had nothing to do
with his coach.
“Coach Aughney is a player’s coach,” he
said. “He is like one of us but we don’t ever
forget he’s our coach, and trust me, if you do he
will put you back in your place! He knows each
one of us and knows what we bring to the table.
He will not settle for any less than 100 percent
of what you’re capable of. It might be stressful
at times, but that is what makes you into a player
that will compete at all times.”
The Scorpions played their penultimate
series of the season this last weekend against
Wiley College [results were unavailable at press
time] and now only have Tuesday’s fixture
against Texas A&M International University
to complete before their attention can be
fully turned toward the Red River Athletic

Conference tournament, scheduled May1-4 in
Fort Worth.
Talking about the Wiley series last week,
Aughney saw the games as a big test for his
team and the results as crucial going into the
postseason.
“We’ve got a big series at Wiley College,” he
said. “That’ll be a big series to see who gets the
South seed. We’ve got to come ready to play,
they’ve got some guys who can swing the bat
and they’re playing well. Then we’ve got the
postseason, so we’ve got to continue to work
and continue to get better. I hope to be the last
team standing, I mean, that’s always the goal.”
Speaking about the conference tournament
and his goals for the rest of the season, Bustos
had only two things on his mind.
“A conference championship and a run at
the national title,” he said. “We will not settle
for anything less. We have been close the last
two years but last year really left a bitter taste in
our mouths, and we’re not going to return home
without a title. Honestly, this team can go as
far as we really want it to. The only people that
can defeat us are us. We have speed, power and
talent. If we continue putting it all together, we
can be unstoppable. We just have to believe.”

Lucio: We can win conference tournament!
Scorpions get ready for conference with another tournament victory

By Chris Scott
Sports Editor

The UTB/TSC Men’s Golf Team finished
up its preparations for the Red River Athletic
Conference Tournament with an emphatic win
at the West Region Invitational Tournament last
week.
The Scorpions finished a huge 19 shots ahead
of their nearest competitor, Trinity University, at
the tournament held April 12 and last Tuesday
in Round Rock.
Head Golf Coach Bob Lucio was satisfied
with performance of the squad but even with
this huge lead, he admitted he would have liked
more.
“It was pretty good,” Lucio said of his team’s
performance. “I hate to sound greedy, but when
you get your opponent down, you want to keep
them down and we were up by 31 strokes after
the first 36 holes and then you could just see we
were physically drained.
“I saw the guys [last Tuesday] and we were
huffing and puffing after nine holes! I didn’t
like losing that lead, that 31, I wanted to win by
more but at the same time I understand. Trinity
University played very well, they’ve played
there before and this was the first time we’d
seen the course.”
Scorpion Chris Milligan, who led the field
from the first day, finished three-under-par
and outright winner of the tournament by an
astounding nine shots, after rounds of 69, 71 and

73, respectively.
“He won big and it showed,” Lucio said. “I
mean, when you separate yourself from the field
like he did by that many shots and you have
decent quality, I mean really quality field, then
you have to play extremely well and he
did. I think that’s the best he’s played
all year.”
Milligan’s Scorpion teammates
also fared well as Joseph Lucio,
who was in second place after
two rounds of even par, slipped to
seventh place after a disappointing
79 last Tuesday. Brock Crosson and
Vince Cavazos also did well as they
both posted scores of 224, while Marcus
Cavazos posted a 221, performances that
appear even better considering that some of
the team were battling through
a virus.
“Joseph Lucio played
very well; after the first 36
holes he was even par,” Coach Lucio said. “He
was fighting a bug, he and Vince Cavazos were
fighting a flu bug and it showed. That they were
able to hang in there makes me really proud of
those guys. They’re sophomores, they’re wild
card kind of players; they were able several times
this year to shoot low numbers. They have not
been consistent but they have been able to shoot
low numbers and that includes Marcus Cavazos
as a freshman. I have some younger players
who are able to shoot low numbers, that’s what
wins tournaments, that’s what wins conference

tournaments. We don’t need any steady 76ers,
75s anymore. We need to be able for a couple of
our players to be coming in and shooting par or
better and that’s what I’m looking for going into
the [conference tournament].”
The Scorpions now turn their attention to
the RRAC Golf Tournament to be held
today and Tuesday at the Iron Horse
Golf Course in North Richland Hills.
So what type of preparations will
the Scorpions be undertaking for the
tournament?
“It’s very similar [to normal],” Lucio
said. “Obviously, there’s no qualifying,
it’s the coach’s pick. I will pick who’s going
to go and who’s not going to go to conference
and it’s a very tough decision from a coach’s
standpoint because we have quality
individuals.”
The Scorpions go into
the tournament as the dark
horses of the field after some
good and average performances this year.
Given these mixed performances, Lucio was
in a philosophic mood when weighing up his
team’s chances of a victory this week.
“We’ve shown that we can win,” he said.
“We’ve won events and we’ve shot record
numbers this year. Unfortunately, we’re going
to play in an area and a facility that is going to
be very difficult, where we need to be at the top
of our game to go in there and win this event.”
So can the Scorpions win the event and
become the fourth UTB/TSC sports team to

progress to nationals this school year? Lucio
seems to think so and apparently isn’t the only
one.
“It’s possible, they tell us how possible it is!”
he said. “The other teams know that we can play
well and shoot well. All the coaches have told
me over and over how impressed they are with
our team and our program, but if we were to
have conference down here it would be a whole
different story. We’d be playing a course and
an environment we’d be used to. But we go to
Dallas and Fort Worth. All these teams are from
that area, they play these courses all the time and
golf is so much different than court sports.
“A volleyball court is a volleyball court, a
basketball court is a basketball court, but with
golf courses the elements are totally different.
But we’re still on a high, we still believe in
ourselves, we’re not going to go over there and
power down for anybody or anything. We’re
going to go out there thinking we can play
as good as anybody there, that’s what we’re
thinking right now.
“I honestly expect that one of my players,
whoever plays the best in my team, is going
to have a shot at winning the event, that’s the
first thing. Secondly, if the base of my team--the
fourth and fifth man, the freshmen, the younger
guys--are able to shoot the low numbers they’ve
been shooting in other events, we have a real
good shot at it.”
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Foundations of Excellence moves forward
By Rene Cardona Jr.
Staff Writer

UTB/TSC’s self-study of the first-year
student’s campus experience is nearing
completion as one of the committees
composing the task force has completed its
report and others are close behind.
In an effort to improve a first-year
student’s experience, the Foundations
of Excellence process was initiated by
Associate Vice President for Student
Affairs Vince Solis and Associate Vice
President of Academic Affairs Ethel Cantu.
“One of its goals [is] greater persistence
from the first year to the second year and
greater graduation overall,” Cantu said.
“It’s also to lay a solid foundation for that
first year so that students can be successful
in whatever it is their education plans are
going to be.”
Surveys for staff, faculty and students
were sent out in late fall to gather data to
aid in the research the nine committees are
conducting. Each committee represents
a dimension on which the process rests:
Philosophy, Organization, Transitions,
Learning, Faculty, All Students, Roles and
Purposes and Diversity.
The Organization Committee chaired
by Mari Fuentes-Martin, associate vice
president for Student Affairs and dean of
students, and Applied Business Technology
Associate
Professor
Janna
Arney
submitted its report, which covers access,
enrollment and first-year support. Once it
was reviewed by the steering committee
that is composed of all the committees’
co-chairs, it was sent to North Carolina
to the Gardner Institute for Excellence in
Undergraduate Education, where it was
given an exemplary rating.
“We are anticipating that all the other
dimension reports will also receive a similar
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Students stand in line at the Registrar’s Office
Wednesday in Tandy Hall.

rating,” Solis said, “because the committee
chairs consisting of faculty and staff have
done a tremendous job. This has been a lot
of work, but we are very optimistic that it is
going to change the first-year experience.”
Through research and interviews,
the committee discovered 15 different
departments that incoming freshmen have
to contact. One issue discovered was the
departmentalization of the process.
“Students get incomplete information
and not very good customer service

because they think they are finished with
something when, in fact, there are more
steps for them to take and nobody ever told
them,” Fuentes-Martin said.
Although the entire Foundations of
Excellence process isn’t complete, some
recommendations from the Organization
Committee have been implemented and
considered.
“One that is being worked on right now is
the communication plan and this would be
based on the student’s stage in the admission
process so that we would better coordinate
that because there are a lot of offices that
are involved,” Cantu said. “What we are
working on, then, is a communication plan
that would be comprehensive and targeted
so that rather than everybody doing their
own thing, it is organized [and] also a case
management approach so that students
would be managed according to the stages
they are in.”
Another issue discovered was the
absence of a freshman philosophy, which
many other campuses have, that mitigates
“the work that we do as faculty and staff,
and administrators with our first-year
group of students,” Solis said.
“The Philosophy dimension is about
to send in their report for feedback,” he
said. “The component on Learning is
getting close to submitting theirs and so
is the dimension on All Students and the
dimension on Faculty. We are getting along
very quickly, so we should be finalizing the
process by May.”
A final report will be put together with
an action plan that will list the “critical
steps to improve the first year and so it
will be making some proposals then about
how we want to change the first year,”
Cantu said.“We will then look at those
recommendations and prioritize them in
terms of what should happen right away,

what are the things that are going to take a
little bit longer to implement, which are the
ones that have budget implications … and
which ones are going to be longer term,
which maybe will be built into the budget
several years out.”
The Foundations of Excellence process
has cost $36,500, which gives access to the
staff at the Gardner Institute, who reviews
each report once and provides feedback,
and two-year access to the Web-based
resources that allow committee members
to work on their reports and data.
Data gathered from this year’s first-year
students will be analyzed and compared
with next year’s new group to see if
such things as grades or retention have
improved. Also, the Transfer Focus study
will begin.
“Next year we’re going to repeat the
process, but the focus is going to be on
transfer students,” Cantu said. “So we’ll be
looking at students, for instance, from STC
and TSTC, who start their education there
and then they transfer to us. And so we’ll
be looking at the same kind of issues, but
for transfer students and how we can make
it better.”

Have something to say?
Post your
comments at
www.utbcollegian.com
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